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Highlights of 05 October 2026 Current Affairs 

 Fifteen-year-old Indian cricket prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi has been officially 
named to the TIME100 Next 2026 list, which highlights the world's most influential 
rising stars shaping the future of their respective fields. Categorized under "Phenoms," 
Sooryavanshi stands out as the youngest person selected across the entire global list and 
is joined by elite international young athletes such as American football quarterback Arch 
Manning and NBA star Tyrese Maxey. 

 The 31st UN Climate Change Conference (COP31) serves as a vital milestone within 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) framework. 
Following a unique cooperative hosting arrangement finalized between Türkiye and 
Australia, the key details of the summit include:  

o Dates: November 9 to November 20, 2026 
o Venue: Antalya EXPO Center, Antalya, Türkiye 
o World Leaders' Summit: Convening on November 11–12, 2026, to set the high-

level political tone and momentum for the negotiations. 
o Associated Subsidiary Meetings: Comprises CMP21 (the 21st session meeting 

under the Kyoto Protocol) and CMA8 (the eighth session meeting under the Paris 
Agreement). 

 Following the historic gold medal victory by the Indian women's hockey team at the 
2026 Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi announced substantial cash rewards to honor the squad's stellar achievement.  

o Players: ₹11 lakh each awarded to every member of the squad. 
o Support Staff: ₹5.5 lakh each granted to coaches, trainers, and backroom staff in 

recognition of their vital contributions. 
 India clinched the gold medal in the men's T20 cricket tournament at the 20th Asian 

Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, defeating arch-rivals Pakistan by 19 runs in a high-
scoring final at the Korogi Athletic Park in Nisshin. The victory successfully defended 
India's title from Hangzhou 2023 and sealed a golden sweep for the country across both 
men's and women's cricket competitions at the games. 

 The Indian men's hockey team delivered at the Gifu Prefectural Green Stadium in 
Kakamigahara, Japan, defeating Malaysia 5–1 in the gold medal match of the 20th Asian 
Games (Aichi-Nagoya 2026). With this victory, India successfully defended its crown, 
secured its fifth-ever men's hockey gold medal at the Asian Games, and earned direct 
qualification for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games. 

 The 20th Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, officially concluded with India 
finishing 4th in the overall medal standings. India secured a total of 85 medals, 
establishing a strong performance across multiple disciplines:  

o Gold- 21, Silver- 27, Bronze- 37, Total- 85 
 Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha publicly acknowledged that India’s 

diplomatic framework for ending the conflict is the "broadest" and most 
comprehensive among four distinct ceasefire proposals currently on the table.  

o The Four Offers: Kyiv has received separate ceasefire and de-escalation 
frameworks from India, the United States, Turkey, and Egypt. 

o Why India's Plan is Considered the "Broadest": While initiatives from Turkey 
and Egypt primarily target the Black Sea shipping and agricultural/grain export 
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routes, and separate U.S. discussions have centered on specific energy 
understandings, the Indian framework bridges multiple critical sectors 
simultaneously. 

 World Teachers’ Day is celebrated globally every year on October 5 to honor the 
invaluable contributions of educators, evaluate the state of the profession, and address 
systemic challenges facing teachers worldwide.  

o 20th-Century Milestone & 2026 Theme: The theme for World Teachers' Day is 
"Standing with teachers: 60 years of protecting the profession, advancing its 
status and shaping our futures." 

 World Habitat Day is observed globally on the first Monday of October each year. In 
2026, it was marked on October 5, serving as a critical global platform to reflect on the 
state of human settlements, towns, and cities, and to reaffirm the basic human right to 
adequate shelter.  

o 2026 Theme: "Adequate Housing for All." 
 The Ministry of Education’s Department of Higher Education has officially approved the 

establishment of five new Centres of Excellence dedicated to the advanced study, 
preservation, documentation, and digitization of India's classical languages. This 
milestone initiative provides dedicated institutional frameworks for the five languages 
that were recently granted classical status. The five Centres of Excellence are established 
across premier higher educational institutions spanning five states:  

o Classical Assamese- Tezpur University (Assam), Classical Bengali- Visva-
Bharati University (West Bengal), Classical Marathi- Deccan College Post-
Graduate and Research Institute (Pune, Maharashtra), Classical Pali- Central 
University of Odisha (Koraput, Odisha), Classical Prakrit- Central University of 
Gujarat (Vadodara/Gandhinagar, Gujarat). 

 India successfully achieved a major milestone in quantum communication by 
demonstrating its first free-space Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) link over a 
distance of 5.56 km. Conducted on the night of September 27–28, 2026, the successful 
field trial established a secure quantum communication channel through open atmosphere 
rather than standard fiber-optic cables. 

 Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla jointly 
announced the official reconstitution of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing 
Committees for the 2026–27 term. While several prominent committee heads were 
retained or reappointed—such as Shashi Tharoor on External Affairs and Charanjit 
Singh Channi on Agriculture—the reshuffle introduced significant leadership changes, 
notably seeing the Trinamool Congress (TMC) lose chairpersonships on key panels. 

 A high-containment health scare has emerged in Russia's southern Siberian Irkutsk 
region, centered around the city of Shelekhov and the regional capital. The situation 
follows the sudden death of a laboratory worker and has triggered extensive medical 
quarantines and international monitoring.  

o The Incident: Daria Shipilova, a 28-year-old laboratory technician at the Irkutsk 
Anti-Plague Research Institute of Siberia and the Far East, fell critically ill 
after developing severe pneumonia. Reports indicated she was admitted to 
hospital on September 29, 2026, and placed on a ventilator before passing away. 

o Suspected Pathogen Exposure: Local and independent media reports suggested 
the infection stemmed from a laboratory accident around September 25, when the 
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worker allegedly broke a test tube containing live bacteria (Yersinia pestis, the 
causative agent of plague). 

o Quarantine Measures and Contacts: Following her death, Russian health 
authorities implemented strict anti-epidemic protocols. Nearly 200 individuals 
(around 197 contacts), including medical staff and close acquaintances, were 
identified for tracking, with the majority placed under strict hospital isolation or 
medical observation across several regional clinics. 


