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Highlights of 16 October 2026 Current Affairs 

 India’s merchandise exports registered a massive growth of 23% year-on-year in 
September 2026, signaling strong resilience in international trade demand. The Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry reported that robust export growth across key manufacturing 
and petroleum sectors helped narrow the national trade deficit for the month. This upward 
surge provides significant relief to the macroeconomic balance and boosts foreign 
exchange earnings. 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) announced that India’s net direct tax 
collection grew by 13% to reach ₹13.38 lakh crore up to October 14 for the financial year 
2026–27. This growth reflects healthy growth in Personal Income Tax and Corporation 
Tax revenues across the country. Higher tax compliance and expanding economic activity 
continue to drive steady revenue generation for the Union Government. 

 In sports, young shuttler Jangsher Singh Khangurra from Nabha (Patiala, Punjab) secured 
a medal for India at the BWF World Junior Badminton Championships in Cairo, Egypt. 
The former Asian U-17 silver medallist mounted a brilliant comeback against Chinese 
Taipei's Yuan-Syue Jhuang to reach the men's singles semi-finals. His victory marks 
another historic international milestone for Punjab sports on the global stage. 

 Public sector healthcare enterprise HLL Lifecare Limited launched its official digital e-
commerce store to streamline access to essential healthcare goods across India. The 
government-owned entity aims to provide high-quality medical products, health 
monitoring tools, and pharmaceuticals directly to consumers at subsidized rates. This 
digital transformation strengthens affordable healthcare distribution infrastructure under 
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 In local governance and sustainability initiatives, a prominent cyclist from Mandi, 
Himachal Pradesh, has been officially designated as the state's first "Bicycle Mayor". 
Appointed under the global BYCS network initiative, the Bicycle Mayor will lead 
campaigns to promote eco-friendly urban mobility, reduce carbon emissions, and build 
safer cycling infrastructure. This step aligns regional environmental goals with 
sustainable urban transportation practices. 

 World Food Day 2026 observed annually on 16 October, raises global awareness about 
food security, sustainable agriculture, and the eradication of world hunger.  

o Official Theme: “Right to foods for a better life and a better future.” 
 Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan addressed and presided over the commissioning 

ceremony of the Indian Navy's first Samarthak-class multipurpose vessel, INS 
Samarthak, at INS Kadamba Naval Base in Karwar, Karnataka. Designed and built by 
Larsen & Toubro Ltd under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative, the 5,000-tonne vessel 
features over 70% indigenous content. It is built to support maritime surveillance, target 
deployment, autonomous system trials, and HADR operations. 
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 A two-day National Conference on e-Governance Reforms and Adoption of Effective 
Governance Practices commenced in Dharamshala, Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh. 
Organized to highlight digital technology-driven reforms, the conference brings together 
top policymakers, administrative experts, and state representatives to discuss emerging 
trends, cybersecurity, AI, and citizen-centric digital services. 

 Indian wrestler Vishvajit Ramchandra More created history by winning the silver medal 
in the men's 55kg Greco-Roman category at the U23 World Wrestling Championships. 
He became the first-ever Indian Greco-Roman wrestler to reach the final and win a silver 
medal at the U23 Worlds. In a tightly contested final match, More narrowly lost 12-13 to 
Georgia's Koba Karumidze. 

 According to data released by the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), 
domestic Passenger Vehicle (PV) dispatches witnessed a robust 30.7% growth during the 
July–September quarter of 2026. The surge in wholesale shipments was primarily driven 
by strong festival season demand, improved supply chain operations, and high consumer 
interest in sport utility vehicles (SUVs). 

 Data released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) 
showed that India's urban unemployment rate remained stable at 5% in September 2026. 
The periodic labour force survey highlighted steady employment trends across primary 
manufacturing and service sectors. The consistency in employment metrics indicates 
broad economic stability across urban regions. 


