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Highlights of 20 October 2026 Current Affairs 

 Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah conducted an official visit 
to Punjab on October 20, 2026, to engage in high-level discussions regarding regional 
security and developmental initiatives. The visit aimed to strengthen security 
infrastructure along the international border and review key administrative programs in 
the state. 

 In a major milestone for bilateral trade relations, the landmark India-New Zealand Free 
Trade Agreement officially came into effect on October 20, 2026. Designed to boost 
bilateral economic cooperation, the agreement substantially lowers trade barriers and 
tariffs between both nations across agriculture, manufacturing, and services sectors. 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) officially appointed former Indian 
spinner Pragyan Ojha as the Chief Selector of the National Selection Committee, 
succeeding Ajit Agarkar in the role. Additionally, former Indian cricketer Ramesh Powar 
was inducted as a key member of the selection panel to strengthen national team 
administrative decisions. 

 Indian wrestler Amruta Pujari clinched the silver medal in the women's 72 kg weight 
category at the U23 World Wrestling Championships. Her remarkable performance on 
the international stage highlights India's rising dominance and achievement in world 
wrestling events. 

 The United States Federal Government officially barred the use of the Artificial 
Intelligence tool DeepSeek across all civilian government agencies due to data privacy 
and security compliance concerns. The prohibition prevents federal employees and 
contractors from deploying the AI platform on official government infrastructure. 

 The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) launched a unified 
digital platform for National Pension System (NPS) subscribers to streamline 
administrative processes across India. The platform centralizes account management, 
investment tracking, and pension services into a single online interface for enhanced 
convenience. 

 The Central Government of India is considering the implementation of a comprehensive 
financial incentive scheme to promote agri-photovoltaic systems across rural agricultural 
sectors. The initiative aims to support farmers by enabling dual-land usage for farming 
and solar energy generation, boosting clean energy production and rural income. 

 A newly brokered international agreement between Israel and Lebanon has restored 
attention to the historic heritage and preservation of long-lost Jewish communities in the 
region. The deal includes provisions for diplomatic cooperation and cultural heritage 
recognition across shared borders. 

 Nine rare pieces of heritage furniture originally designed for the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh are scheduled to face a controversial public auction in France on October 25, 
2026. Designed by legendary architects Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret, these mid-
century Indian artifacts have sparked preservation efforts to halt unauthorized 
international sales. 

 An endangered Orangutan rescued from illegal possession in Thane, Maharashtra, was 
successfully repatriated to Indonesia following coordination between Indian wildlife 
authorities and Indonesian conservation agency officials. The international rehabilitation 
effort ensures the primate's safe return to its natural habitat. 
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 World Statistics Day is observed internationally every five years on October 20 to 
highlight the fundamental role of reliable, high-quality data in shaping effective public 
policy and sustainable development. Organized under the guidance of the United Nations 
Statistical Commission, the day celebrates the dedication and achievement of statisticians 
globally who provide the accurate evidence needed for sound decision-making across all 
sectors. 

 Dussehra, also known as Vijayadashami, is celebrated across India on the tenth day of 
the Hindu month of Ashwin to mark the ultimate triumph of righteousness over evil on 
20th October 2026. The festival commemorates Lord Rama's defeat of the demon king 
Ravana in the epic Ramayana, as well as Goddess Durga's victory over the buffalo 
demon Mahishasura. Celebrated with grand traditions such as Ramlila enactments and the 
ceremonial burning of giant effigies of Ravana, Dussehra serves as a timeless reminder to 
uphold moral values and overcome internal vices like ego, greed, and hatred. 


