Highlights of 21 October 2026 Current Affairs

e Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk is scheduled to begin his official diplomatic visit to
India to significantly strengthen bilateral cooperation and deepen the India-European
Union Strategic Partnership. High-level discussions will take place in New Delhi between
Indian leadership and Prime Minister Tusk to enhance trade relations, regional security,
and economic ties. This strategic visit highlights India's ongoing diplomatic efforts to
broaden political and commercial alliances across European partner nations.

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah will preside over the national Police Commemoration
Day observance held at the National Police Memorial in New Delhi. On this solemn
occasion, Union Minister Shah will address the gathered assembly of senior officials and
police personnel to pay tribute to fallen heroes. The event honors police martyrs who
made the supreme sacrifice while maintaining national security and internal peace.

o The Governor of Himachal Pradesh, Shiv Pratap Shukla, will officially inaugurate the
historic Kullu Dussehra festival following the sacred departure of Goddess Hidimba from
her temple in Manali. The religious procession marks the ceremonial start of the world-
famous week-long festivities held in the Kullu Valley. Local authorities and temple
committees have coordinated extensive arrangements to accommodate thousands of
arriving devotees and international visitors.

e A major technical system failure in Google Cloud services caused severe operational
disruptions across multiple major banking platforms throughout the United Kingdom.
Financial institutions experienced widespread digital service outages that temporarily
blocked customer access to online banking accounts and mobile transaction services.
Engineering teams at Google Cloud immediately initiated emergency troubleshooting
protocols to restore global server infrastructure and data services.

o Biotech researchers at Radical Numerics have deployed an advanced artificial
intelligence model named Omnii to design synthetic viruses aimed at neutralizing drug-
resistant bacterial infections. The cutting-edge Al technology focuses on developing
specialized phage therapies and novel vaccines to combat antimicrobial resistance
globally. This technological breakthrough marks a significant advancement in
computational biology and medical science against multi-drug resistant pathogens.

e According to a comprehensive market research report released by Redseer Strategy
Consultants, India's online retail market is projected to cross the milestone of $90 billion
in value in 2026. The rapid expansion is primarily driven by surging digital adoption,
quick-commerce growth, and rising consumer demand across tier-2 and tier-3 cities. This
steady growth trajectory underscores the structural shift toward digital commerce and
consumer technology across the Indian economy.

e Sports governing body Hockey India has officially announced free public entry for all
matches of the upcoming Men's Asian Champions Trophy. The international hockey
tournament will be jointly hosted across Punjab at the Surjit Hockey Stadium in
Jalandhar and the International Hockey Stadium in Mohali from October 27 to November
5. This initiative aims to boost spectator attendance and promote international sports
infrastructure across the state of Punjab.

e Indian women cricketers Nandani and Kranti have registered major upward movements
in the latest International Cricket Council (ICC) Player Rankings following their stellar
international performances. The updated rankings reflect significant score improvements
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for both athletes in their respective bowling and batting divisions. Their consistent
performance highlights the rising talent and competitive strength within India's national
women's cricket team.

e Police Commemoration Day is observed annually on October 21 to honor the courage
and ultimate sacrifice of police personnel who lost their lives in the line of duty,
commemorating the 10 brave policemen killed during a Chinese ambush at Hot Springs,
Ladakh, in 1959.

e Three new Indian properties have been added to the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative
List, marking a major prerequisite toward securing full World Heritage status. The newly
included sites are the Karst-Mud-Volcano Complex of Baratang, the Andaman
Subduction Volcanoes (covering Narcondam and Barren Islands), and the Sirpur Cultural
and Archaeological Landscape in Chhattisgarh. Research and documentation for these
diverse geological and multi-faith archaeological sites were prepared and submitted by
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). Their inclusion highlights India's rich natural
geology as well as its historic cultural heritage on the global stage.

e Indian para-athlete Ayush Verma secured a gold medal for India in the men's shot put
F53 event at the Asian Para Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. He achieved the top podium
finish with an impressive best throw of 8.16 metres on his fifth attempt, surpassing Iran's
Alireza Hemami (8.09m) and Kazakhstan's Makhambet Serikkaliyev (6.81m). This
marked Verma's second medal of the games, following his bronze win in the men's
javelin throw F53/F54 event. The F53 classification features seated field athletes who
compete with limited lower body movement.

o The fifth edition of the joint military exercise AUSTRAHIND 2026 between India and
Australia officially commenced on October 19, 2026, at the Foreign Training Node in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. Scheduled to run until November 1, 2026, the exercise
involves approximately 240 defense personnel, with the Indian Army contingent
represented by the Garhwal Rifles and the Australian Army by the 13 Brigade. Focusing
on sub-conventional operations in coastal and island environments under Chapter VII of
the United Nations mandate, the exercise aims to enhance operational interoperability,
mutual trust, and strategic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. Notably, the 2026
edition marks the first time an observer delegation from New Zealand is also
participating in the bilateral exercise.
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