Highlights of 23 October 2026 Current Affairs

e Former CoBRA Commando Achieves Success with Para-Archer Sheetal Devi
A former CoBRA commando, Toman Kumar Taram who lost his foot during an anti-
Maoist operation has achieved a remarkable milestone alongside Indian para-archer
Sheetal Devi, four years after the incident. The development highlights the determination
of personnel who overcome physical challenges and continue contributing to society
through sporting and other achievements.

e President Droupadi Murmu to Address Bastar Dussehra Event
President of India Droupadi Murmu is scheduled to address an event associated with
Bastar Dussehra in Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh. Bastar Dussehra is a distinctive regional
festival known for its longstanding tribal traditions and cultural significance, making the
presidential engagement important for the promotion of India's cultural heritage.

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Inaugurate Chinmaya Amrit Mahotsav Global
Sammelan
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to inaugurate the Chinmaya Amrit Mahotsav
Global Sammelan, an event associated with the Chinmaya Mission. The gathering is
intended to mark the organisation's commemorative celebrations and bring attention to its
spiritual and cultural activities. The supplied information does not specify the venue or
the event's detailed programme.

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Visit Azerbaijan
India's External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, is scheduled to begin a visit to
Azerbaijan on 23 October 2026. The visit is relevant to India's diplomatic engagement
with the South Caucasus region and its efforts to strengthen bilateral relations. The
specific meetings and agreements planned during the visit were not provided in the
source material.

e Wikimedia Foundation Shuts Down Websites Temporarily Amid Cybersecurity
Concerns
The Wikimedia Foundation temporarily shut down its websites worldwide as a
precaution amid efforts by governments and cybersecurity agencies to address two
critical vulnerabilities in PHP, a widely used server-side programming language. The
precautionary measure was intended to help protect online services while the security
issues were being addressed.

o National Strategic Trade Command Centre (NSTCC) Launched by Piyush Goyal
Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal is reported to have launched the
National Strategic Trade Command Centre (NSTCC). The initiative is relevant to India's
strategic trade framework and the monitoring and coordination of trade-related matters.
The supplied data does not specify the launch venue, date of the formal announcement or
the centre's detailed operational responsibilities.

o India Plans Mandatory Automatic Emergency Braking in New Cars from October
2030
India is reported to be planning to make Automatic Emergency Braking (AEB)
mandatory in new cars from October 2030. AEB is a vehicle safety technology that
detects potential collisions and can automatically apply the brakes when necessary to
reduce the risk or severity of an accident. The proposed requirement is aimed at
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improving road safety, although the supplied information does not identify the applicable
vehicle categories or the final regulatory notification.

o India Notifies New Telecom Rules for Testing Emerging Technologies
India has notified new telecommunications rules concerning the testing of emerging
technologies. The framework is relevant to the development and evaluation of new
telecom systems and technologies in a regulated environment.

o France Reports First Human Case of Shamonda Virus; Patient Dies
France has reportedly confirmed its first human case of Shamonda virus, and the patient
has died. The development raises public-health concerns and highlights the importance of
identifying emerging infectious diseases and monitoring potential transmission risks. The
supplied information does not specify the patient's location, the source of infection or
whether health authorities have identified additional cases.

o International Snow Leopard Day 2026
International Snow Leopard Day 2026 is observed annually on 23 October to raise
awareness about snow leopard conservation, protect its natural habitat and promote
cooperation to safeguard this endangered mountain species.
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