Highlights of 25 October 2026 Current Affairs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Uttar Pradesh and Odisha on 25 October 2026 to
inaugurate major industrial and financial infrastructure projects. In Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh, he will inaugurate a new garment manufacturing facility of Arvind Limited and
witness the Indian Air Force Day Aerial Display-2026 at Namo Ghat, commemorating
the 94 anniversary of the Indian Air Force under the theme “Wings over Ganges”. In
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, he will inaugurate the Reserve Bank of India's new Data Centre
and Cybersecurity Training Institute to strengthen digital financial infrastructure and
cybersecurity capabilities.

Union Minister for Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy will visit Australia to strengthen
cooperation in critical minerals and advanced technologies. The visit aims to promote
collaboration with Australia and other countries in areas important for technology
development and industrial supply chains. Critical minerals are important for clean
energy technologies, electric vehicles and advanced manufacturing.

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul has published a book titled Without Fear of Favour. The book
is relevant to readers interested in the Indian judiciary and constitutional issues.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited the Chinese border city of Dandong. The city
is located in China's Liaoning province, near the border with North Korea, and is an
important point for cross-border connectivity.

Eleven-year-old Indian-origin chess player Bodhana Sivanandan has become the
youngest female player to qualify for the International Master (IM) title, breaking a
record held by Hungarian chess legend Judit Polgar since 1988. She achieved the
milestone at the European Women's Club Cup in Budva, Montenegro, after winning her
final-round game against Sweden's Woman International Master Viktoria Johansson in
October 2026. Bodhana is also the seventh-youngest player overall to qualify for the IM
title, ahead of Indian chess player D. Gukesh in the all-time age ranking.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu launched the Pangi Apple
brand to promote apples produced through natural farming in the state's remote Pangi
region. Pangi has approximately 370 hectares under apple cultivation, with an expected
production of around 35,000 boxes during the season. The state introduced customised
10-kg and 20-kg cartons at a 50% subsidy to help farmers establish a distinct identity for
their produce, improve market recognition and strengthen local livelihoods.

The Central Government approved 320 additional postgraduate (PG) medical seats across
six government medical colleges in Himachal Pradesh, with a grant of approximately
%415 crore. Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda announced the approval, which
covers colleges in Shimla, Hamirpur, Nerchowk in Mandi, Tanda, Nahan and Chamba.
The initiative aims to expand postgraduate medical education and strengthen specialist
healthcare services, including surgery, orthopaedics, paediatrics and oncology.

Small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in India's services export sector are
seeking relief from compliance requirements under the Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA). The demand concerns regulatory procedures associated with cross-border
payments and international business transactions. The proposed relief is intended to
reduce compliance difficulties for smaller service exporters, although the supplied
information does not specify any RBI decision or approved measure.
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o Japan, South Korea and the European Union are investing in the United States' energy
sector, according to the supplied information, amid concerns about profitability in
manufacturing. These investments highlight the importance of energy security and
international capital flows in shaping industrial decisions.

e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry is identifying professions and sectors that may
be less vulnerable to disruption from artificial intelligence (Al). The initiative is relevant
to India's changing employment landscape as businesses increasingly adopt Al-based
tools and automation.

o India's investigation into Scotch whisky imports involving Diageo and Pernod Ricard has
raised concerns about the benefits of the India—United Kingdom trade agreement,
according to the supplied information. The issue relates to the relationship between
India's regulatory and trade measures and the expected benefits of the bilateral
agreement. The specific investigation findings, products covered and official positions
are not provided in the raw data.

e The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) is seeking to
attract Dutch investment into India's manufacturing and technology sectors. The initiative
aims to encourage international investment, strengthen industrial capabilities and support
technology development.

e Mumbai Indians have appointed Kieron Pollard as the team's head coach, according to
the supplied information. Pollard is a former West Indies international cricketer and a
long-standing member of the Mumbai Indians franchise, known for his role as an all-
rounder.

o Indian golfer Anirban Lahiri is targeting his first worldwide victory since 2015. His
pursuit of another win highlights his continued participation in professional golf after his
previous international success.
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